Commemorations of the Day:

On the Sunday closest to January 25, the Church commemorates the Synaxis of the Holy
New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, remembering all those Orthodox Christians who
suffered for Christ at the hands of the godless Soviets during the years of persecution. These
include the royal Passion Bearers Tsar Nicholas Il and his family, and the Grand Duchess
Elizabeth. Countless thousands of martyrs, both clergy and laity also suffered, some of whose
names are known, as well as millions of simple believers whose names have been lost to
history. It is estimated that the number of the New Martyrs of Russia, who were glorified by the
Russian Orthodox Church at the Jubilee Council of 2000, far exceeds that of all the martyrs who
died for Christ during the first three centuries of Christianity. The Russian Church lost millions
of its sons and daughters, not only at the hands of external enemies, but also those of their own
country. Among those who were murdered and tortured in the years of persecution were
countless Orthodox: laity, monks, priests, and bishops, whose only “crime” was their unshakable
faith in God. In the long history of the world, never have so many new heavenly intercessors
been glorified by the Church in such a way (more than one thousand New Martyrs were
numbered among the saints). Among those who suffered for their faith were some who labored
in America before the Russian Revolution: St. Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia
(April 7); St. Alexander Hotovitzky (Dec. 4); St. John Kochurov (Oct. 31).

Saint Xenophon, his wife Maria, and their sons Arcadius and John, were noted citizens
of Constantinople and lived in the fifth century. Despite their riches and position, they
distinguished themselves by their simplicity of soul and goodness of heart. Wishing to give their
sons John and Arcadius a more complete education, they sent them off to the Phoenician city of
Beirut. By divine Providence the ship on which both brothers sailed was wrecked. The waves
tossed the brothers ashore at different places. Grieved at being separated, the brothers dedicated
themselves to God and became monks. For a long time the parents had no news of their children
and presumed them to be dead. Xenophon, however, already quite old, maintained a firm hope
in the Lord and consoled his wife Maria, telling her not to be sad, but to believe that the Lord
watched over their children. After several years the couple made a pilgrimage to the holy places,
and at Jerusalem they met their sons, living in asceticsm at different monasteries. The joyful
parents gave thanks to the Lord for reuniting the family. Saints Xenophon and Maria went to
separate monasteries and dedicated themselves to God. The monks Arcadius and John, having
taken leave of their parents, went out into the wilderness, where after long ascetic toil they were
glorified by gifts of wonderworking and discernment. Saints Xenophon and Maria, laboring in
silence and strict fasting, also received from God the gift of wonderworking.

(Adapted from OCA website)

Announcements

January charity is to be dedicated to the Diocesan Seminarian support for the Seminarians
in our Diocese. February charity is earmarked for St. Herman’s Seminary in Alaska.

2025 Calendars are available and were donated in memory of the Chichilla family.
Anyone wishing to have their homes blessed this year please contact Fr. Nathan, he
will be available to bless homes by appointment until Meatfare Sunday, February

23",

The annual parish meeting will be held next Sunday on the 2" of February with a
weather delay date of the 9" if necessary.

Panikhida is offered in memory of Vera Price, on the anniversary of her falling
asleep. May her memory be eternal.

Spiritual Food for Thought:

“Christ said: T am the Way’. If He is the Way, we should follow
Him, not outwardly, but from within. And we must remember that
on Golgotha and in Gethsemane He was confronted by the hostility
of everyone. Alone.”

+St. John of Kronstadt



Prayers for the Sick:

Archbishop Nathaniel
Archpriest Vladimir
Priest John
Archpriest Gregory
Archpriest John
Matushka Gloria
Matushka Myra

John

Thom

Upcoming Services:

Nancy
Joan
James
Thomas
Diane
William
Oliver
Timothy

February 1% — 9" Hour, Vespers and Lity for the Feast — 5:00pm

February 2" — Divine Liturgy Feast of the Presentation — 9:30am

February 8" — Great Vespers — 5:00pm

February 9" — Divine Liturgy — 9:30am

Contact Information:

Parish Mailing Address

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

P.O. Box 142
Olyphant PA 18447

Driving Address
600 E. Lackawanna St
Olyphant PA 18447

Website
Stnicholasolyphant.org

Phone number:
570-489-3891

Email:
Frnathan.clausson@gmail.com
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