
 

Spiritual Food for Thought: 
 
 
“All of our holy fathers knew this and all with one 
accord teach that perfection in holiness can be 
achieved only through humility.” 
 

 
-St. John Cassian 

 
 
 

Commemorations of the Day:  

 The Holy Prophet Elisha lived in the ninth century before the Birth of Christ, 
and was a native of the village of Abelmaum, near Jordan. By the command of the 
Lord he was called to prophetic service by the holy Prophet Elias. When it became 
time for the Prophet Elias to be taken up to Heaven, he said to Elisha, “Ask what shall 
I do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha boldly asked for a double portion of 
the grace of God: “Let there be a double portion of your spirit upon me.” The Prophet 
Elias said, “You have asked a hard thing; if you see me when I am taken from you, 
then so shall it be for you; but if you do not see me, it will not be so”. As they went 
along the way talking, there appeared a fiery chariot and horses and separated them 
both. Elisha cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” 
Picking up the mantle of his teacher which fell from the sky, Elisha received the 
power and prophetic gift of Elias. He spent more than 65 years in prophetic service, 
under six Israelite kings, from Ahab to Joash. While Elisha lived, he did not tremble 
before any prince, and no word could overcome him. 
 The holy prophet worked numerous miracles. He divided the waters of the 
Jordan, having struck it with the mantle of the Prophet Elias; he made the waters of a 
Jericho spring fit for drinking; he saved the armies of the kings of Israel and Judah 
that stood in an arid wilderness by bringing forth abundant water by his prayer; he 
delivered a poor widow from death by starvation through a miraculous increase of oil 
in a vessel. This Shunamite woman showing hospitality to the prophet was 
gladdened by the birth of a son through his prayer, and when the child died, he was 
raised back to life by the prophet. The Syrian military-commander Namaan was 
healed from leprosy but the prophet’s servant Gehazi was afflicted since he disobeyed 
the prophet and took money from Namaan. 
 Elisha predicted to the Israelite king Joash the victory over his enemies, and by 
the power of his prayer he worked many other miracles. The holy Prophet Elisha died 
in old age at Samaria. “In his life he worked miracles, and at death his works were 
marvellous”. A year after his death, a corpse was thrown into the prophet’s grave. As 
soon as the dead man touched Elisha’s bones, he came to life and stood up. The 
Prophet Elisha and his teacher, the Prophet Elias, left no books behind them, since 
their prophetic preaching was oral. Jesus, son of Sirach, praised both great prophets. 
 

(adapted from OCA.org) 

Announcements 
Our parish Parish Book Club  continues on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month 

following Vespers.  Our new text is Becoming a Healing Presence by Dr. Albert 

Rossi. 

 

June Charity will be dedicated to St. Joseph’s Center in Scranton a facility 

supporting those with special needs in our community. 

 

His Eminence Archbishop Mark will be visiting our Sister parish here in Olyphant 

on Sunday July the 12th.  We have been invited to join them for Divine Liturgy at 

9:30am at All Saints for the occaision. 

 

The Apostles Fast continues for the next two weeks until the Feast of St. Peter and 

Paul on Monday June 29th.  We will be holding Divine Liturgy for the Feast on 

Monday the 29th, and hosting All Saints as Fr. Paul will be serving at the Diocesan 

Summer Camp that morning. 



Prayers for the Sick: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Synaxsis of the Saints  
of North America  
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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 
 

OCA Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

His Eminence, Archbishop Mark – Hierarch 
 

Rev. Nathan Clausson – Rector 

Very Rev. Vladimir Fetcho – Attached  
Very Rev. John Nightingale – Attached 

Mark Howanetz – Choir Director 
Thomas LaTournous – Parish Council President 

Archpriest Vladimir Thomas 

Archpriest John Diane 

Archpriest Gregory William 

Archpriest John Oliver 

Archpriest Daniel Timothy 

Priest Michael Joseph 

Matushka Gloria Agape 

Matushka Myra Barbara 

John Hannah 

James Keegan 

Contact Information: 
 

Parish Mailing Address 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 

P.O. Box 142 

Olyphant PA 18447 

 

Driving Address 

600 E. Lackawanna St 

Olyphant PA 18447 

 

Website 

Stnicholasolyphant.org 

 

Phone number: 

570-489-3891 

 

Email: 

Frnathan.clausson@gmail.com 

Upcoming Services: 

Saturday June 20th – Vespers – 5:00pm 

Sunday June 21st – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 

Saturday June 27th – Vespers – 5:00pm 

Sunday June 28th – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 

  Vespers of the Feast– 12:30pm 

Monday June 29th – Divine Liturgy Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul – 9:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


