
 

 
 
Spiritual Food for Thought: 
 

“The Church must never speak from a position of strength. It 
ought not to be one of the forces influencing this or that state.  The 
Church ought to be, if you will, just as powerless as God himself, 
which does not coercebut which calls and unveils the beauty and 
the truth of things without imposing them.” 

 
-Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

 
 
 
 

Commemoration of the Day:  

 Saint Sergius of Malopinega (in the world Simeon), was born in 1493. His father, 

Markian Stephanovich Nekliud, was descended from Novgorod nobles. Together with other 

fellow citizens they left their native-place setting off “to the side of the icy sea,” when Great 

Novgorod was finally subjugated to the power of Moscow by Ivan III. There in the northlands, 

Markian Stephanovich married Apollinaria, a maiden from a rich and noble family. The pious 

spouses raised their son Simeon in the fear of God, they gave him a fine education, and 

inculcated in him the love for “book-learning.” Having grown old, Markian and Apollinaria by 

mutual agreement went to monasteries. Markian (in monasticism Matthew) was afterwards 

igumen of the Resurrection monastery in the city of Keurola. Apollinaria died a schemanun 

with the name Pelagia. 

 Simeon was ordained presbyter at the canonical age of thirty to serve the churches of 

the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Great Martyr George in the Malopinega district. The 

holy presbyter Simeon with love finished his pastoral service at age sixty-two. With apostolic 

zeal he labored over the conversion of the pagan Chud people. The rare personal qualities of 

the pastor contributed much to the success of his preaching. As the Chronicle notes, he 

possessed a kindly soul and pure mind, a courageous heart, humility and quiet strength, love 

for truth, and was merciful to the poor to the point of self-denial. 

 In the final year of his life, the monk took the schema with the name Sergius and died 

on November 16, 1585. Following the saint’s final instructions, they buried him near the altar 

of the Transfiguration church. Later, a chapel was built over his grave. The old hand-written 

manuscript tells about the numerous miracles which occurred at the grave of the saint. 

  

 Hieromartyr Hypatius, was bishop of the city of Gangra in Paphlagonia. In the year 325 

he participated in the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea, at which the heresy of Arius was 

anathematized. When Saint Hypatius was returning in 326 from Constantinople to Gangra, 

followers of the schismatics Novatus and Felicissimus fell upon him in a desolate place. The 

heretics ran him through with swords and spears, and threw him into a swamp. Like the 

Protomartyr Stephen, Saint Hypatius prayed for his murderers. An Arian woman struck the 

saint on the head with a stone, killing him.  

 The murderers hid his body in a cave, where a Christian who kept straw there found his 

body. Recognizing the bishop’s body, he hastened to the city to report this, and the inhabitants 

of Gangra piously buried their beloved archpastor. After his death, the relics of Saint Hypatius 

were famous for numerous miracles, particularly for casting out demons and for healing the 

sick. 

(From the OCA website.) 

  

 

 

Announcements 
Our parish Adult Education Book Study has continues on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 

of each month following Vespers.  Our next text will be The Art of Myrrh Bearing   

 

The November Charity will be directed toward a special collection for Providence 

Pregnancy Center.  The giving tree with ‘gift ornaments’ and the corresponding 

sign up sheet will be in the church hall. 

 

Thank you to all the parishioners who came out to help with our Pre-Nativity perogi 

making.  May God grant you many, many years. 

 

St. Nicholas will be holding the Pre Nativity Retreat for the Wilkes-Barre Deanery 

on the Feast of St. Nicholas, Saturday December the 6th. 

 

The Pre-Nativity Fast has begun.  While this fast is not as strict as others, it is 

equally important.  We need to remember that the ascetic disciplines of our faith are 

for our own benefit and an aid to spiritual development. 



Prayers for the Sick: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
23 r d  Sunday after  Pentecost ;  

Holy Apostle and Evangel ist  Matthew  
November  16 t h ,  2025 
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OCA Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 
His Eminence, Archbishop Mark – Hierarch 

 

Rev. Nathan Clausson – Rector 
Very Rev. Vladimir Fetcho – Attached  

Very Rev. John Nightingale – Attached 
Mark Howanetz – Choir Director 

Thomas LaTournous – Parish Council President 

Archpriest Vladimir Nancy 

Archpriest John Joan 

Archpriest Gregory James 

Archpriest John Thomas 

Archpriest Daniel Diane 

Priest Michael William 

Matushka Gloria Oliver 

Matushka Myra Timothy 

John Joseph 

Thom John 

Contact Information: 
 

Parish Mailing Address 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 

P.O. Box 142 

Olyphant PA 18447 

 

Driving Address 

600 E. Lackawanna St 

Olyphant PA 18447 

 

Website 

Stnicholasolyphant.org 

 

Phone number: 

570-489-3891 

 

Email: 

Frnathan.clausson@gmail.com 

Upcoming Services: 

November 20th – 9th Hour, Great Vespers and Lity – 6:00pm 

November 22nd – Great Vespers – 5:00pm 

Novermber 23rd – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 

November 29th – Great Vespers – 5:00pm 

Novermber 30th – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


